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MONTHLY REPORTS

Monthly reports will be go-
ing home soon, please check
your child’s schoolbag.

LITERACY TEST

The Ministry of Education
and Training in Ontario re-
quires that all students who
wish to receive a graduation
diploma from Ontario must
have shown basic levels of
comprehension and writing.
The literacy test this school
year is scheduled for April
8th at a cost of $600.00 to
cover mailing charges, mark-
ing in Canada, and paper-
work needed to credit the
students. Please ensure that
your Easter holiday vacation
allows your child to attend
the test.

ELEMENTARY
PARENT/TEACHER
INTERVIEWS

Interviews are scheduled for
March 25th starting at |1:30
am. This day will be a
shortened day for elemen-
tary students and pick up will
be at [1:00 a.m.

CALENDAR OF UPCOMING EVENTS
March 9th

March 13th
March 22nd-24th
March 22/23rd
March 25th

Parent IT Presentation
Walk-A-Thon 8 am.—I | a.m.

Inspector’s Visit

Visit from Sheridan College rep 2:30 p.m.

Elementary Parent Teacher Interviews 11:30 am.
Shortened day for Elementary—11:00 a.m.
March 26th

March 29th—Aprill 9th
April 8th

April 12th

April 30th

Last day of school, Dress Down Day

Easter Holidays

Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test (OSSLT)

I'st day for Term 3

Elementary Sports Day for JK—Gr. 5, St. Mary’s Grounds
8:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m.

CARNIVAL JUMP UP

Carnival Jump Up took place at the main campus to the delight of all the students and staff. On Fri-
day 12th February, 2010 MLIS burst into an array of colour and music as Grades JK-6 portrayed “A
Tribute to...... ” Highlighted by the classes were: JK/SK-Peter Minshall, Tan Tan & Saga Boy; Grade
I-Trinidad N Tobago; Grade 2-David Rudder—Belle Dancers & Pan Men; Grade 3- Elvis Presley;
Grade 4- Marshall Montano, “Wild Antz”; Grade 5- Michael Jackson, Grade 6- Bob Marley. The
carnival committee members were Michelle Nicholas, Akisha Audain, Jodi O’Brien, Lindsay Scott and

Alicia Welch.

Below are photographs of the Grade | class who made a tribute to Trinidad with the boys costume
of red, black and white, bandanas, and a sparkling steel pan hanging from their necks. The girls were

dressed in head wraps and beautifully coloured floor length dresses.

“Life affords no greater responsibility, no greater privilege, than the raising of the next generation”



* é Maple Leaf Guidance

Students graduating now or in June and who are planning to
attend University or College in Ontario in September, should
have submitted an application. However, if you just now have
decided that you would like to apply, please make an appoint-
ment to complete an application on-line in Guidance.
Ontario Colleges and Universities are not required to make
offers until May, although a few may respond much earlier.

Please do not panic until the middle of May!!

UCAS has sent information regarding the student visa for
Great Britain. Application is made through the United King-
dom Border Agency (UKBA) under a new 'points based sys-

s

tem'. Applicants requiring a visa must provide passport
details to the University, so they in turn, can advise the
UKBA that the particular applicant is holding a confirmed

place.

UCAS has developed an online service to collect this data.
Once a student has received an offer, UCAS will request
passport details from the Universities. (Passport number,
issue date, expiry date, place of issue and whether a stu-
dent visa is required.)

As soon as you are given an offer you will be prompted to

provide these details.

GRADE 12 STUDENTS

Grade Twelve Students — Applying to the UK

If you have applied to study in the UK, there is a Parent
Guide available through the UCAS website.

In addition to the Guide there is a designated parents’ section
on the main UCAS website at www.ucas.com/parents where

you will find useful information that is relevant to parents and
guardians of students — wherever they are in their journey to

higher education.

Parents may also sign up for the e-bulletins from UCAS,
which provide news and information relevant to the timing of
the application cycle. The Parent Guide may be downloaded

from the site and there is also a parent blog.

Students who live outside the UK will need a student visa.
Application is made through the United Kingdom Border
Agency under the new Points Based System. Through this
new system, students must provide passport details to the
University or College. UKAS will ask for passport number,

issue and expiry dates and place of issue.

Grade Twelve Students — Applying to Ontario

If you have applied to study in Ontario, please note that
Brock University and Niagara College will be at the Crowne
Plaza for a reception on March 16" from 6 to 8 p.m. If you
are interested in attending, please phone Guidance for infor-

mation at 1-868-633-3173/632-9578.

On March 22nd or 23", the rep from Sheridan College will
be at Maple Leaf from noon to 2:30 to meet with students
and parents. Please phone for an appointment and more
detailed information the week prior.

Students may have received conditional offers of placement
but, please be aware that depending on the size of the Uni-
versity and the number of students being processed, offers
may not arrive until as late as the first of May.

If you wish, you may accept an offer now and then change
it when another arrives. But... you may only have one ac-
ceptance at any one time.

During Semester 2, Guidance will visit Grade Eleven
classes to encourage students to begin exploration into
Universities/Colleges and available programs and courses.
Students and parents are encouraged to study the follow-
ing websites.

eINFO.ca

To explore Universities and Colleges in the United States —
simply search using the name of the State and ‘university,
colleges’ and the list will allow you to search each tertiary

ontariocolleges.ca

school.
To explore the UK — simply search using ‘England’, ‘Great
Britain’, ‘Scotland’, ‘Ireland” and ‘university, colleges’.

Guidance email: mapleleafguidance@tstt.net.tt
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PRIMARY CAMPUS

EXCURSION TO FIRE STATION.....

SK students visited the fire station and were treated to a fire
truck drive, with siren on and also shown all the important as-

pects of a fireman/woman’s job, including safety for everyone.

SWIMMING LESSONS......
Later in February, SK students had swimming lessons, supervised
by profession lifeguards and they learned all about water safety.

HEALTHY EATING........
JK students are learning about food groups and have been en-
couraged to bring in one of each food group to class. These
foods are then put in their right position on the food group dia-
gram the students helped to design as they learn about healthy

eating. — e — ; !

RECYLING
JK students collected plastic bottles and deposited them into the

“Recycle Your Waste” bin. The children were taught about
“Doing Your Part” and the importance of recycling plastic and

aluminum cans.

FITNESS CENTRE
The JK and SK students visited the Fitness Centre and enjoyed
instruction from a qualified trainer on the importance of
healthy eating and exercising. The children took part in a rou-
tine of exercises that was age appropriate while learning that

exercising was not only important but could be fun too.

100th DAY OF SCHOOL CELEBRATION AND

VOCABULARY PARADE

Primary Campus celebrated the 100th Day of School and had
a Vocabulary Parade on March Ist, 2010. To put a fun twist
on all those new words that students have learned throughout
the year, (or words they are eager to learn), students were
encouraged to dress up in costume to reflect their word by
wearing a sign with the word and cleverly adorning items from

around the house .

ANIMALS FOR EDUCATION VISIT GRADE |

Two representatives of Animals for Education visited the
Grade | class at Primary Campus. The students were doing a
unit in community services and had many questions for the
visitors. Part of the visit included live reptiles such as an albino
Burmese python and an iguana. Raymond Habib, a former
MLIS student explained how animals are rescued, rehabilitated
and returned to the wild and the students also learned of the
importance of respecting animals of all kinds.
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PTA KORNER

We have had some new and exciting events taking place at
MLIS.

PICNIC BENCHES AT PRIMARY

At the beginning of the term two the Primary Campus re-
ceived several small picnic benches and tables for the students.
These provide comfortable seating for the children to have

lunch outdoors or do other activities, such as arts and craft.

NET BOOKS AND MULTI MEDIA PROJECTORS

Students in the main campus were recently trained in the use of
the new Net Books and Multi Media Projectors with clickers.
This is project that has been in the pipeline a long time and the
PTA is still fundraising towards the final payments. The feed-
back from the students has been very positive and it is hoped
the Net Books will aid as fuel to continued interest in learning.
Our children are growing up in an era of technology that is
changing so rapidly that it is challenging for Administration and
PTA to keep up with the technological changes. We however
continue to strive to achieve with the much needed support of
so many of our generous parents both on a financial and time
contribution level. Many thanks for your contributions over

the past years, without you it would not be possible.
WALK-A-THON

In the serene and tranquil Tucker Valley, Chaguaramas we will
be having our first ever fund raising Walk-A-Thon. What a
great way to get out and meet some of your children’s class-
mates and their parents and a wonderful opportunity to con-
nect with one another and come together as a whole school,

junior and senior, in a casual, relaxed environment.

The Walk-A-Thon takes place on Saturday |3th March,
2010 starting out from Samaan Park and around the Golf
Course finishing back at Samaan park for great food and
refreshments.  We have also included a Scavenger/
Treasure hunt for the kids to have a little more fun on the
walk with prizes at the end for the children to collect.

There are prizes for the class with the most donations in
the Primary school, Junior school, Intermediate school
and one in the Senior school, as well as a prize for the
student who brings in the most amount in donations.

We hope to see you all there, and don’t forget to buy
your MLIS chits for food and drink before hand, as we will

not be taking cash for food on the day of the event.

INTERNET SAFETY

The Administration and the PTA have arranged for a
guest speaker, Mr. Larry Brown, an experienced IT Educa-
tor from Canada to come down and talk with all the stu-
dents regarding the internet and safety procedures and
precautions to take. These student sessions are taking
place on the 8th and 9th March and there is also a Parent
session being offered on the 9th March at 6:30 p.m. This
will be a worthwhile session to attend and you should get

in touch with the school to confirm your attendance.
THE COOK
Look out for the upcoming COOK in May 2010.

ELEMENTARY REPORTS

Junior Kindergarten to Grade 8 classes receive monthly
reports based on general learning in the areas of reading,
mathematics and behavior . These reports are to inform par-
ents on the learning skills being demonstrated and perhaps
areas of strength or weakness in the child’s progress. Teach-
ers wish to share this information to keep parents informed,
so that when a term report is given, there will be no surprises.

® Term reports go home prior to Christmas, prior to

Easter and finally, in June. Each report should show pro-
gress through four levels (level |- level 4).

® Level | is a relatively low level of performance, BUT

WITHIN THE GRADE EXPECTATIONS. We hope to
improve any level | ratings to level 3, which is the stan-
dard expected for each child.

® |evel 4 is not common—it indicates that the child consis-

tently produces results which are above grade standard.
To keep up that level of work is not easily done.

JUNIOR CHOIR

Due to numerous requests for continuation of Junior
Choir, rehearsals will commence on the first Thursday of
the new term, |5th April, 2010.

The time and venue of these rehearsals has not been
changed. Room #308, Multi Purpose Room, Building B,
Main Campus, from 2:15 p.m. 3:00 p.m.

Any parent wishing to enroll their child/children in choir
for the first time can bring them to the first rehearsal on
the 15™ April. Junior choir is comprised of students
from Gr. | — Gr. 3 only, under the direction of Akisha
Audain.




